
Tuesday, 7 June – the blockade begins.
7.30am Broome community surveillance team see Woodside  
 security services hurtling down the Broome Highway, 
	 and	follow	to	find	a	bulldozer	on	the	back	of	a	low	 
 loader heading out to James Price Point – site of the  
	 proposed	gas	hub.		The	word	goes	out	and	Broome	 
	 people	mobilise	to	join	the	crew	up	the	coast	and	meet 
  the machinery convoy on the road.
8.57am	 The	Woodside	bulldozer	convoy	is	stopped	10km	 
	 short	of	its	destination	by	a	lone	protestor	standing	in	 
 the road. 
 Moments	later,	Shaun	locks	himself	onto	the	bulldozer 
 loaded on the halted low loader. Police are called.  
 Following	negotiations	between	Traditional	Owners	 
	 and	police	over	two	hours,	Shaun	unlocks	at	the	 
	 request	of	the	Traditional	Owners.	Police	issue	Shaun 
	 with	a	move-on	order	and	he	is	told	not	to	come	back 
 to the site for 24 hours. 
 The	convoy	proceeds	a	further	5km.
 Meanwhile,	a	car	body	(‘dragon’)	has	mysteriously		
 appeared on a stretch of road too narrow for the  
	 Woodside	convoy	to	pass.	About	50	protestors	from	 
	 all	directions	and	walks	of	life	–	Traditional	Owners,	 
	 business	people,	musicians,	artists,	tourists,	grey	 
 nomads,	filmmakers	have	now	turned	up.		

	 Shane	slips	under	the	bulldozer	and	locks	himself	on.
	 Goolarabooloo	woman	Theresa	Roe	says	to	the	 
 gathered media throng:  
 “We don’t want the money, we want that country alive.  I  
	 want	to	see	it	for	my	grandchildren.		I	gotta	fight!...Turn	 
 that tincan [the	bulldozer]	around and take it back to  
	 town!”
	 Dozens	more	people	arrive	throughout	the	day	–	they 
	 	adorn	the	bulldozer	with	flags	and	banners	and	an		
	 impromptu	concert	begins	with	musicians	Dave	Mann		
	 and	Wil	Thomas	playing	from	the	back	of	a	truck	with		
	 a	stage.	Click	here	or	on	images	above	for	video.
 The	Woodside	bulldozer	convoy	is	not	going	 
 anywhere anytime soon.
 The	media	arrive	in	a	throng	–	WIN	TV,	GWN,	The		
	 West	Australian,	ABC	Kimberley.
12	noon		The	tow	truck	driver	says	it’s	too	dangerous	to	 
	 remove	the	car	body	and	heads	back	to	Broome.	The	 
	 crowd	celebrates.
2.10pm	Police	decide	to	leave	Shane	locked-on	all	night	–	their	 
	 specialist	from	Perth	flying	in	to	advise	on	protests	 
	 won’t	be	here	until	the	morning.
5.15pm	A	fire	is	lit	in	front	of	the	low	loader	with	the	 
	 Woodside	bulldozer	on	the	back;	a	billy	is	boiled	and	 
 people gather around for warmth.  

Day 2 - Wednesday 8 June.
 Another day dawns with a strong community  
	 presence	at	the	blockade	of	the	Woodside	convoy.	 
	 Throughout	the	day,	hundreds	of	people	come	and	 
	 go.	Photos	are	splashed	around	Facebook,	videos	 
	 posted	on	YouTube	–	it	makes	national	news.		 
 Mid-morning	a	second	person	locks	on	-	Shane	 
	 number	two	chains	himself	to	the	steering	wheel	of		
	 the	car	body	on	the	road.
1pm	 The	specialist	policeman	arrives	and	starts	preparing 
 for the cut-off.
3.15pm	After	27	hours,	Shane	is	finally	cut	off	mid-afternoon.	 
 Shane staggers off the low loader into the waiting  
	 arms	of	the	police.	It’s	one	of	the	longest	lock-ons	 
	 known.	Shane	number	two	is	cut-off	the	car	body	 
	 with	bolt	cutters	soon	after.	The	two	Shanes	are	taken	 
 to the Broome police station for processing.
 Back	at	the	blockade,	everyone	gets	their	swags	out		
 for another night under the stars.
 Meanwhile, in town, over 500 Broome families turn  
	 up	at	the	St	Mary’s	school	to	sign	petitions	calling		
 for	the	gas	to	be	stopped	and	to	extend	an	 
 invitation to the Federal Minister for the Environment 
 to come to Broome and answer our concerns.

Days 3 & 4 – Thursday 9 – Friday 10 June
7am	 Police	negotiators	arrive.	Negotiations	continue	for	7 
	 hours.	Police	warn	that	move	on	notices	will	be	issued 
	 	if	any	attempt	is	made	to	impede	unlawful	work.
2.30pm		The	Woodside	bulldozer	convoy	is	allowed	to	proceed 
	 	to	a	side	track	500	metres	short	of	its	destination.	The 
	 	road	is	still	blocked	with	people	
3pm	 Department	of	Indigenous	Affairs	visit	to	investigate 
	 alleged	damage	to	sand	dunes	and	cultural	sites	by	 
	 Woodside	contractors.	They	also	investigate	a	heritage 
 site in the proposed clearing area.
4pm	 The	dozer	is	parked	up	5km	south	of	James	Price	 
	 Point,	where	it	remains	surrounded	by	a	large	crowd 
	 of	concerned	Broome	community	members.
 The	next	day,	Woodside	arrive	at	dozer	to	find	it		
	 covered	with	banners	and	surrounded	by	people,	who		
	 refuse	them	access	to	start	work.	Stand-off	continues 
  all day. Eventually Woodside go home, while police  
 warn of arrests tomorrow.
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Day 5 – Saturday 11 June 
8am	 	100	people	are	at	the	bulldozer	blocking	entry.
8.15am	 The	protest	is	led	by	Indigenous	women,	who	invoke	 
	 the	United	Nations	Declaration	on	the	Rights	of	 
	 Indigenous	People	(story	here)	on	matters	of	free,	 
	 prior	and	informed	consent;	cultural	responsibility	 
	 and	the	rights	of	Indigenous	peoples	to	uphold	their	 
	 Law.		Neither	the	police	nor	Woodside	appear	to	be	 
 prepared to insist on moving the women aside to  
	 commence	work.		the	women	say	to	the	police:

  “you don’t recognise our law; we don’t  
 recognise yours.” 
	 Many	in	the	crowd	are	moved	to	tears	by	the	women’s  
 resolve.
1.30pm	Woodside	turn	around	and	head	home.

Day 6 – Day 9. Sun 12 - Wed 15 June 
 Each day, sometimes as early as 4:30am, Woodside 
	 workers	are	met	by	a	dedicated,	ever-changing	guard 
 of the Broome community.  From Monday, a  
	 roadblock	is	established	closer	to	town,	at	the	Manari	 
	 Road	turnoff.			To	the	surprise	and	delight	of	the	 
	 protestors,	after	more	than	a	week,	still	no	 
	 landclearing	has	begun.	Tourists	and	locals	heading	 
	 out	to	JPP	to	camp	and	fish	are	allowed	through	by	 
	 the	community	roadblock.

Day 10 – Thursday 16 June
2.23am	 Lunar	eclipse	–	campers	have	the	best	seats	in	the	 
	 house	to	watch	the	spectacular	event	by	telescope		
 with a local astronomy enthusiast.
7.00am	Woodside	workers	arrive	to	‘service’	the	drilling	 
	 equipment.	They	are	refused	entry	and	turn	back	into			
 town.
4pm	 In	a	surprise	visit,	on	the	eve	of	his	international	tour,	 
 John Butler arrives at Camp Walmadan and sings  
	 around	the	fire	in	support	of	Goolarabooloo,	of	the	 
	 community	campaign,	and	the	stretch	of	Kimberley	 
	 coast	he	loves.	(see	video	here)
4.54pm	News	of	police	briefing	to	government	agencies	in	 
	 Broome	filters	to	the	camp.
8.15pm	John	arrives	at	the	roadblock	camp,	and	keeps	 
	 everyone	warm	with	his	songs	around	the	fire	 
	 (story	here).	Dan	Sultan	arrives	shortly	after	to	show 
  his support.

Day 11 - Friday 17 June 
6am John Butler and the gathered crowd of over 70 people 
  sing the sun up and await the arrival of Woodside  
 and the police.  
	 Goolarabooloo	Law	Boss	Jospeph	Roe	urges	the	 
 crowd to stand strong for country. 
	 The	West	Australian	and	local	paper,	TV	Channels		
	 7,	9	and	10	and	the	ABC	arrive	to	interview	John	and 
	 the	crowd.	The	camp	phone	rings	off	the	hook	all	 
 morning with radio programs around the country  
	 keen	to	hear	from	Joseph	and	John.		Spirits	are	high	 
	 as	the	story	goes	national.	Click	on	images	for	video.

10am	 In	a	surprise	move,	West	Australian	Premier	Colin			
 Barnett defends the right to protest and says he has no  
 plans to intervene:
 “What this is about is preliminary work on the site and look  
 people have got a right to protest, if they want to sit out on  
	 the	road	for	a	while	they	can	do	that”	
 Later that day,the Premier announces a $63 million 
	 ‘conservation’	package	for		the	Kimberley.	 
		 Environment	groups	welcome	the	funding	but	 
  question $3 million for identifying potential new  
	 mines.	They	state	that	the	Premier	is	giving	with	one	 
	 hand	and	taking	away	with	the	other.
	 More	to-ing	and	fro-ing	of	Woodside	workers	and	 
	 police	throughout	the	day,	but	the	blockade	holds	its		
	 ground.		Rumours	of	big	police	numbers	arriving	in		
 Broome circulate.

Days 12 -17- Saturday 18 – Tuesday 28 June 
	 Woodside	workers	are	met	each	day	by	the	 
	 community	roadblock,	and	following	negotiations,	 
	 turn	around	and	head	back	to	town.		A	community	 
	 meeting	is	held	at	the	roadblock,	with	over	50	 
	 people	in	attendance.		A	letterwriting	workshop	is 
	 	held	over	the	weekend	to	help	people	write	to	federal	 
	 Environment	Minister	Burke.
 ...THE BLOCKADE CONTINUES!
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